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risky roads:
Road ecology measures step in when 
animal instincts and urban sprawl collide
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F
encing guides animals away from dangerous roads and 

onto a bridge, which takes them safely over a road, or into 

culverts or underground passages that Ontario Parks likens 

to “a critter-sized subway tunnel passing under the road.” ▶

Ecopassage in use at Killbear Provincial Park west of Parry Sound. PHOTO COURTESY OF ONTARIO PARKS.
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I enjoyed reading through your latest Niagara Escarpment Views 
magazine. I really liked the photographs & reading about the wildlife 
fencing. I was at Banff National Park in Alberta last year & they’ve 
installed 82 kilometres of fencing along the Trans Canada Highway 
1, 6 wildlife crossing overpasses & 38 underpasses to keep animals & 
people safe. I like that they’re being installed locally too.

Andrea Vidolovics via email
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Thank you so much for 
this wonderful honour.

Ann Brokelman, Toronto

I was quite taken with the 
wildlife photography of Ann 
Brokelman in the winter issue 
of NEV. Her work is so fresh 
and engaging! I particularly 
liked the skunk trundling 
through the deep snow. To 
you, as editor,  and to Ann, I 
say, “keep up the good work.”

Barbara Palmer via email

I am originally from Vineland 
so it is always nice to catch 
up on the latest news from 
around my hometown region. 
The lovely photographs 
also display the uniqueness 
of the Niagara region.

Hon. V. Peter Harder, P.C., 
Government Representative in 

the Senate

These photos of deer and a coyote were taken at separate 
times over a few days in November on a property just 
north of the Escarpment near Georgetown. 

Photos by Barry Merkley and Gordon Seaman

Celebrants gather in front of a festooned Hotel McGibbon. COURTESY OF 
ESQUESING HISTORICAL SOCIETY

There are many hidden gems 
in and around downtown 
Georgetown, but nothing 
beats the legendary McGibbon 
Hotel. Providing lodging and 
libation for over 160 years, 
the McGibbon has been host 
to some of Hollywood’s most 

famous A-list celebrities, 
including Richard Burton, 
Michael Douglas, Orson 
Welles and Jim Henson, 
creator of The Muppets.

When word got out that 
glamour would soon return 
to the old hotel with the 

help of a new luxury condo 
development, people started 
to share their memories about 
the hotel, and as past owner of 
the McGibbon, Nick Markou 
sure has some good ones to tell.

His fondest memory was 
during the filming of Follow 
That Bird, a full-length movie 
with Jim Henson filmed inside 
the hotel in 1985, almost 30 
years ago. The plot follows 
the Sesame Street gang on an 
exciting quest to find Big Bird 
after he was sent to live across 
the country. Nick remembers 
Henson getting bored on set 
one day and stepping onto the 
curb outside of the McGibbon to 
entertain lucky local youngsters.

Two years earlier in 1983, 
Orson Welles filmed the 
movie Hot Money in this same 
hotel. Playing the drunken 
Sherriff Paisley, this film 
was a little different than the 
Muppets’ adventures a couple 
years earlier, to say the least.

Welles investigates a 

robbery in his small, upstate 
New York town, but locals 
would immediately recognize it 
as downtown Georgetown. The 
McGibbon façade is featured 
in numerous parade scenes 
and car chases, with police cars 
barrelling past the hotel and 
screeching to a stop at police 
headquarters, better known as 
Georgetown’s old post office 
building on Mill Street. Bar 
scenes, as well as the infamous 
basement safe bust, were 
filmed in the McGibbon itself.

In 1888, the original 
hotel was destroyed by a 
fire and replaced by the 
present brick structure of 
The McGibbon Hotel. While 
most businesses from that 
time have gone, this landmark 
hotel continues to dominate 
Main Street Georgetown, 
and with news of the new 
redevelopment, we’re sure 
there will be another 160 years 
of amazing stories to come.

— Kate McGowan

Respect the Beauty of The Bruce
Visitors to the Bruce Peninsula will see 
this green slogan posted throughout the 
area. Keeping the Bruce Clean & Green 
reminds us that the beauty of our peninsula 
should be respected by all who visit or 
live here so that it will remain healthy 
and friendly for all future generations.

Started as a grassroots response to 
the large visitor influx to the area, Keep 
the Bruce Clean & Green volunteers 
promote ecological citizenship around 
the peninsula. The need to support the 
natural environment to keep it beautiful 
has the people of the peninsula banding 
together. Look for folks wearing the white 
t-shirts with the slogan on it and stop to 
chat with them. They will happily point 
out places for proper disposal of trash 
along with directions to areas of interest.

In preparation for your trip to the 
Bruce it might be helpful to keep in 
mind that we all can help to keep the 
environment healthy. Plan to take along 

refillable liquid containers for drinking 
water; there are a number of water filling 
stations around the various villages. Pack 
your picnics with reusable containers to 
decrease the amount of waste that ends 
up in landfill sites. Always ensure that you 
have eco-friendly disposable items and 
that they are placed in the appropriate 
container for waste and recycle.

Remember that we share our space 
with many other animals that forage for 
food in our waste areas so closing the 
trash containers is essential. We encourage 
you to plan your visit well and remember 
that we should “take only pictures and 
leave only footprints” so that not only 
you but all future generations will also be 

able to enjoy the beauty of “The Bruce.”
As you visit the National Parks on 

the Bruce pick up a green bag and you 
can support the “clean & green” spirit. 
Litter is the number one violation to our 
environment. Please use the bag and 
dispose of your litter appropriately in 
larger trash and recycle bins. In the village 
of Tobermory, many of the most visited 
areas are in residential areas. On long 
weekends throughout the summer you may 
find that there are “tomato cage garbage 
bins” along private property for those 
water bottles and pop tins that need to be 
disposed of on long walks. Everyone helps.

With the opportunity to visit the 
National Parks here on the Peninsula our 
hope is that you will take time to marvel at 
how beautiful and fragile our environment 
is. Throughout your travels please remember 
to “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and Respect.”

— Article and image by Keep the Bruce 
Clean & Green

Georgetown’s Legendary McGibbon Hotel: 
A Hollywood Favourite!  

GAZETTE n 
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We would like to thank you 
for publishing our article-
KEEP THE BRUCE CLEAN 
AND GREEN in your latest 
Niagara Escarpment 
magazine. With the National 
Parks giving out free passes 
this year, we will need all the 
help and exposure we can get

Deryn Harkness, Gail Beagan, 
and Angie Beutel via email

I really enjoy your magazine. 
For a few issues you had an 
advertiser that was a butcher 
shop, with a few locations. 
They advertised that they 
carried Chiannina beef. I 
haven’t seen their ad lately 
and do not have a back copy 
to find them. Do you have 
the company name as I wish 
to visit one of their locations 
to order this product.

Dave McDonnell via email
Editor’s note: We introduced 
Dave to the advertiser who was 
going to get in direct contact.
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 I happened to pick up the winter edition today while out 
for lunch and was delighted to discover Hockleycrest trees. 
What a wonderful idea! Unfortunately the article didn’t make 
it clear when the trees could be purchased. I drove to the 
address, but there was no sign, no info and no one around to 
ask when the trees might be available. I love the magazine but 
was very disappointed with not being able to purchase a tree.

Lorna Embrey via email
Editor’s note: We should have clarified when sales of trees 
take place, indicated by the  sign that is put at the road.

 We met at the Guelph Organic 
Conference a while back where I 
began our subscription to ‘Views’ 
& have been a fan ever since. 
Tip top articles & photography. 
The ad for Clearview Station 
B&B at Creemore perked our 
interest. A unique romantic 2 day 
anniversary getaway this summer 
included slumbers in a caboose 
& breakfasts par excellence 
with caring charming hosts. 

Clare Johnston, Fergus
The photograph is of Clare 

and her husband.
Photo submitted.

n The GifT of Land

Winter Walks
By Gloria Hildebrandt

I
n winter the highlight 
of my typical day is a 
midday walk around the 
back of my property with 

my dogs. This is the warmest 
time of the day and usually 
the brightest as well. I like 
getting fresh air and sunlight 
as a break. As long as I’m 
dressed properly, I enjoy 
being out in winter. I dress for 
function, not fashion. I need 
big tall boots that keep my feet 
warm and dry. Long johns 
under my pants help. A long 
parka with hood or my old 
knitted hat with scarf attached 
means there is no place for 
wind or snow to hit my bare 
neck or go down my back. 
Proper mittens, sometimes 
one pair inside another, are 
important. Icy fingers and 

toes can be a dangerous sign 
of impending frostbite.

A winter walk is usually 
free from thoughts of outdoor 
work. No plants to pull out, 
branches to move, bridges 
to repair. Unless a tree has 
fallen down. Winter work 
tends to be close to the house: 
firewood to bring inside, the 
front porch and walk to be 
shovelled, as well as the large 
back verandah and herb 
garden paths. Actually, I can 
ignore the verandah and 
paths, but I like them better 
cleared of snow. Sitting on 
the long rear verandah can 
feel like being at a ski lodge, 
and my dogs like to mill 
around on the paths through 
the herb garden. What can 
be hard work is just walking 
through the snow if it’s deep, if 
there’s been no trail broken.

Snowshoes make it easier to 
get around, and after they’ve 
packed down the trails, I can 
walk there in my boots alone. 
The dogs use the trails, and 
I’ve noticed that wild animals 
do, too. Signs of wildlife can 
be easier to see in winter. Deer, 
rabbits, grouse, Great Blue 
Heron, racoons and moles can 
all leave clear tracks. I can’t 
distinguish the tracks of dogs, 
coyotes and foxes, though.

Winter birds that I can 
often see in the forest 
away from the bird feeders 
include Chickadees, Blue 
Jays, crows, Hairy and 
Downy Woodpeckers. I 
come across fresh gashes 
in trees with piles of big 
wood chips below, made 
by Pileated Woodpeckers, 
but I rarely see the birds 
themselves. The heron stalks 
the open end of the pond 
where some springs are, and 
it will fly up and away with a 
terrific squawk. Its three-
toed tracks often lead to 
the water’s edge and I have 
seen it all through winter.

Sitting in Silence
I enjoy sitting on the bench at 
the pond where the sun can 
hit my face. On a bright cold 
day the sky is brilliant blue. 
I never want to bash swiftly 
through natural spaces. I like 
to be there for a while, taking 
in the silence, the smells, the 
views. I may have to clear 
the benches of snow and 
ice with my walking stick.

A stick is particularly 
useful in winter, for testing 
the depth of snow or water, 
turning things over, clearing 
an overhanging branch of 
snow, drawing smiley faces…
and especially for helping 
you get up if you’ve fallen 
and there is no tree nearby. 
When you’re in the snow 
up to your armpits, a sturdy 
walking stick can support 
you in getting on your feet.

Before the trails have been 
packed down, when the snow 
is deep, the dogs can be up to 
their “armpits.” As they churn 
through the snow, the heat of 
their bodies can create clumps 
of icy snow in their fur. They 
can get snowballs on their 
paws and ice between their 
toes. My small dog Thomas 
often stops to lick the ice off 
his paws, not realizing that he’s 
making it worse by making 
them warm and damp.

Cozy House
Coming home after the 
45-minute walk is pleasant, 
with the fire in the woodstove 
heating the house and the 
prospect of a mug of hot tea. 
I’ve learned that if I feel cold 
inside the house, the best 
way to warm up is actually to 
step outside for a bit. Coming 
in, I realize how warm and 
cozy the house actually is.

After the walk, I unwrap 
myself from my outdoor 
clothing and then have to deal 
with the dogs’ snowballs in the 
fur on their bellies, legs and 
paws. I used to try rubbing 
them off with a towel, combing 
the snowballs out, then 
clipping them out of the fur. 
All of this was time consuming 
and ineffective. Last year I 
had a brainwave. Now I run 
warm water in the bathtub, 
put the dogs in the water and 
the snow melts off rapidly 
while their bodies warm 
up instantly. They are even 
eager to step into this bath.

A dog cookie each and 
they are happy to snooze 
in their favourite spots all 
afternoon, while I go back 
to my desk work. With tea 
in hand, the afternoon feels 
a bit like the start of a new 
day. A walk in winter can 
be energizing, not tiring.

Gloria Hildebrandt is the co-
founder, co-publisher and editor 
of Niagara Escarpment Views.
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▲My dogs in the forest beneath Pileated Woodpecker holes. PHOTO BY MIKE DAVIS.
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I love the way one can pick up 
an article by Gloria 
Hildebrandt any time and be 
lifted up – not just by the 
subject, but by the way she 
writes. You are a master! (Just 
read “Winter Walks.”)

Julia Soong, Richmond, B.C.

WE VALUE YOUR VIEWS!   Write to: Niagara Escarpment Views

50 Ann St., Georgetown ON L7G 2V2

Email: editor@NEViews.ca     Comment through: www.NEViews.ca

Hockleycrest’s  
Trees for the Trail
WRITTEN BY DAN O’REILLY   n   PHOTOGRAPHED  BY MIKE DAVIS
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I
t’s a long way from arizona to a tree farm nestled away on the Niagara 

Escarpment in the Mono Township hills, but a Grand Canyon backpacking trip 

can be considered the genesis of David Moule and Sally Cohen’s commitment to 

the Bruce Trail through the sale of Christmas trees on their farm, Hockleycrest. ▶

David Moule in one of the tree plantations at Hockleycrest with Airport Road in the background.
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Die Inserate sind ja 
super! [translation:] The 
advertisements are super!

Oliver Kruse, 
Norderstedt, Germany

Keep up the great work on 
the publication! I always look 
forward to receiving the new 
issue!

Eric Fowle, Appleton, MI

Rev The Border Collie 
holding the Winter 
issue. Follow his exploits 
at facebook.com/
RevTheBorderCollie.
Photo submitted.


